The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST) opened in
October 1991 as a technological university dedicated to the advancement of learning
and scholarship, with special emphasis on research, postgraduate education, and close
collaboration with business and industry.

The University occupies an impressive 60-hectare site on the northern end of
Clear Water Bay Peninsula at Tai Po Tsai. Situated on the slopes along the shore, the
campus grounds are terraced to afford buildings on all levels with unobstructed
panoramic views of the sea.

The campus has been built in two phases. Phase | was completed in July 1991
and has a capacity of 2,000 full-time equivalent (FTE) undergraduate and postgraduate
students. Phase I, bringing capacity to about 7,000 FTE students, was completed in
January 1993.

The major source of financial support for the University is the Government of
Hong Kong through the University Grants Committee (UGC) and its Research Grants
Council (RGC). Student fees, other sources of research support and donations are also
significant contributors to the University's budget, which will exceed $1.7 billion in 2000-
2001. Construction of Phases | and Il of the campus was assisted by a grant from the
Hong Kong Jockey Club of almost $2 billion toward the cost of over $3.2 billion.

The President is the chief executive officer and the three principal branches of
the University are Academic Affairs, Administration and Business, and Research and
Development, each headed by a Vice-President. Within Academic Affairs are the four
schools which comprise the academic heartland of HKUST, each school being divided
into departments or divisions. There are a number of academic service units and
research units located administratively within the branch as well. Administration and
Business is concerned with the non-academic administrative and financial operation of
the University, and Research and Development focuses on research administration and
contractual and applied research relevant to Hong Kong's technological and socio-
economic development.

Three of the University's schools - Science, Engineering, and Business and
Management - provide both undergraduate and postgraduate education. The School
of Humanities and Social Science offers postgraduate education and general education
for all undergraduates. As the medium of instruction is English, classes aimed at
improving English language skills are required of most students.

To complement the schools and their constituent academic departments, the
University has set up interdisciplinary research institutes and centers, the Applied
Technology Center, and the Technology Transfer Center to facilitate collaboration
among the different schools and partnerships between the University and the public and
private sectors.



